July 10: Colonel Wennerström 
sent to Moscow Air Show

Curiosity on what was going on behind the Iron Curtain, especially in Russia, was great. On July 10, General Nils Söderberg, head of the Air Administra-tion, and his colleagues at the Administration, Colonel Bengt Jacobsson and Department head Karl-Arvid Norlin (both of them members of the committe), requested, in a letter to the Swedish Secretary of Defence, that Major Stig Wennerström be sent to Moscow to cover and report on the air show and exhibition to be held by the Russian Air Force in August. It might not be a pure coincidence that this interest for Russian affairs was evidenced on the same day as the ghost projectile committee was formed! 

Fluent in Russian, Wennerström was deemed as ”especially fit for this mission”. He had formerly been an Air Attaché at the Moscow embassy. Since the Russians, ”in the present postwar circumstances” did not invite military persons, Wennerström could not travel in his uniform, but he was welcome as a private person. Wennerström´s voyage to Russia resulted, among other things, in a public book (”Red wings” -- Sw. ”Röda vingar”) on the Russian air force.   

A month later a United Press message reported on the upcoming air show:

”SOVIET IN SEARCH OF AIR SUPREMACY”

”(United Press), Moscow, Aug. 8. - Soviet intends to be ”the worlds most mighty air power”, writes Krasnaja Svesda in an article on the festivities on Aviation Day on August 18. The paper says that the new 5-year-plan presupposes a continued development of the air plane industry and the production of new modern machines.”

The Danish newspaper ”Politiken” published the following message from Moscow, the day of the Air Show: 

”Russian scientists and instructors have made great progress in the use of reaction-powered bombs. They are relatively simple to produce, they have a long range; several new inventions have improved the original German V-bombs. The rocket bombs can also be shot released from air planes. ”Pravda” declares that this is only the first step in the new era of warfare, the Soviet Union continues an energetic and extensive work to advance the results.”  

Source: Flygförvaltningen. Materielavd. Ink. och avg. handlingar. 1946. Series FI: volume 17. ME H963:10. Östersunds-Posten, August 8. Politiken, August 18 (credit: Willy Wegner). 

